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IMMEDIATELY Chem. & En. News
SHAFIZADEH TO RECEIVE UM'S FIRST 
DISTINGUISHED RESEARCHER AWARD
MISSOULA—
University of Montana President Richard C. Bowers has announced that the 
University's first Distinguished Researcher Award will go to Dr. Fred Shafizadeh 
(SHAW-FIZ-'AH-DEH), professor of chemistry and director of the Wood Chemistry 
Laboratory at the UM since 1966.
The award, which carries a $500 honorarium from the UM Foundation, will be 
presented at commencement exercises June 8.
It was created to honor UM faculty members for outstanding achievement in 
research and creative activity.
Shafizadeh was selected by the 11-member UM Research Advisory Council from 
faculty nominated by their schools and departments. The council considered such 
factors as the quality and quantity of the nominees' publications and other presentations 
of the results of their scholarly activities, outside financial support attracted by 
their projects, and the accomplishments of graduate students whose work they directed.
Calling the choice an excellent one, Dr. Raymond C. Murray, UM associate vice 
president for research, commented, "Professor Shafizadeh has produced many ideas that 
are important to the University and to the people of Montana."
Shafizadeh, who carries nearly a full teaching load in addition to his prodigious 




His current research projects include studies of the ignition and fire spread 
of cellulosic materials, of sagebrush as a major source of biological materials, and 
of the conversion of plant materials to useful product^ such v  sugar, which can be 
fermented to alcohol, an ingredient of gasohol.
The list of his publications in scientific journals occupies eight typewritten 
pages. He has written chapters for books and encyclopedias, and he holds six patents. 
He has presented papers at numerous national and international meetings and has chaired 
symposia of the American Chemical Society.
In 1975, he was selected by the U.S. National Academy of Science for an exchange 
visit to the U.S.S.R., during which he lectured on wood chemistry at scientific 
institutes in Moscow, Leningrad, Rega and Tashkent.
He holds both earned and honorary doctorates from the University of Birmingham, 
England— a Ph. D. in organic chemistry and a D. Sc. awarded in 1972-- as well as a 
bachelor's degree in chemical engineering from Technical Institute of Teheran in his 
native Iran.
Before joining the UM faculty, Shafizadeh was successively a research fellow 
at the University of Birmingham, a research associate at Pennsylvania State University 
and at Ohio State University Research Foundation, and manager of the Weyerhaeuser 
Pioneering Research Department.
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